
 
 
WELCOME TO SOUTH DAKOTA 

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY GIRLS STATE 

 

Congratulations at being selected as the 2016 ALA Girls State delegate!  As President of the 

American Legion Auxiliary, I welcome you to Girls State.  This great honor has been bestowed 

upon you because of your accomplishments, both in school and volunteering within your 

community.  My theme this year has been puzzle pieces joining together to make one whole.  

This week, each of you is like puzzle pieces joining together to make a whole—the 2015-2016 

Girls State!  This year is the 70th annual South Dakota Girls State.  We are honoring the past 

American Legion Auxiliary Department Presidents.  You will see pictures of these past 

presidents as you go throughout the week.  Many of them attended Girls State as a high 

school Junior just like you.  Others have gone on to be senators, lawyers, doctors, governors—

leaders in their communities.  They have used what they learned their week at Girls State 

throughout their lives.  I am sure all of you will benefit from this experience as well and use 

it in years to come.  

 

During your stay this week, you will have the opportunity to be part of a democracy and 

government exercise.  You will learn valuable information that will help you as you go out into 

the world following graduation next year.  Don’t be shy.  Jump into this week with enthusiasm, 

run for office, and just immerse yourself in the whole experience.  As the old saying goes, 

“The more you put into it, the more you will get out of it”.  

 

Not only will you be learning, but also you will be making lasting friendships.  With visiting with 

girls who attended Girls State from years past, they say the friends they made at Girls State 

have become lifelong friends.    

 

So, again, congratulations! Have a wonderful week.  I look forward to visiting with many of you 

throughout the week.  May God continue to bless you and to bless this great country we call 

home.   

 

Jane Benzel 

Department President 

South Dakota American Legion Auxiliary 


